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PRESS RELEASE 
UNLEASHING THE INNOVATIVE POTENTIAL  

OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT: 

NEW EUROPEAN PROJECT UPPER LAUNCHES   

 
BRUSSELS, BELGIUM  

25 JANUARY 2023 

To accelerate the transition towards climate neutrality in cities,  

UITP is proud to announce the launch of UPPER 

Cities play a pivotal role in achieving climate neutrality by 2050, the goal of the European 

Green Deal – and the new EU-project UPPER is seeking to put public transport at the centre of 

the mobility ecosystem.  

UPPER (Unleashing the Potential of Public transport in EuRope) aims at spearheading a public 

transport revolution that will strengthen its role as the flagship of sustainability and innovation 

of mobility in cities.  

The project will be strongly linked with the goals of the Cities Mission and supports the transition 

towards zero-emission mobility, which will become the cornerstone of climate-neutrality by 

2030.  

https://eurocities.eu/latest/the-100-climate-neutral-and-smart-cities-by-2030/
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UPPER is launching across a two-day Conference taking place in Brussels (24 and 25 January 

2023), gathering together a strong consortium of 41 partners from across the public transport 

sector.  

It is coordinated by UITP and will run over the course of four years.  

To strengthen the role of public transport as the backbone of mobility in cities is of the 

utmost essence to address pollution, emissions and congestion. UITP is proud to coordinate 

UPPER and work with our members, the project partners, the EC and CINEA, and the wider 

mobility community on this important project that will benefit not only public transport users, 

but society as a whole.’   

Umberto Guida, Head of Projects Strategy, UITP 

Implementing 84 measures in 10 cities 

UPPER will implement a combination of measures looking to push people out of private cars 

and to pull them closer to public transport in cities across Europe.  

These measures will aim to increase the share of public transport and will cover different 

market segments.  

A big spotlight in UPPER will be on participative governance and involving citizens, ensuring 

decisions are made in concert with and cater to the needs of different target groups. 

The 84 pull and push measures will act on the five ‘innovation axes’ that condition users’ 

choices: 1) Mindset and culture 2) Urban mobility planning 3) Mobility services ecosystem 4) 

Road network management 5) Democratic governance. 

The measures will be tested in the UPPER Living Labs (Valencia, Rome, Ile de France, Oslo and 

Mannheim) and the UPPER Twinning Cities (Lisbon, Leuven, Hannover Region, Budapest and 

Thessaloniki) across Europe and will be adapted to the local context and objectives.  

The overall goal of Living Labs and Twinning Cities will be to increase the use of public transport 

by >30% and the user satisfaction by >25%, leaving nobody behind in the process. 

The project is looking to ease cooperation among authorities and operators and offer a 

physical and digital environment to test the measures, update the existing SUMPs, and 

optimise the public transport offer, in line with passenger needs and patterns. 

The UPPER website will be launched soon, so stay tuned! 
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FOR EDITORS 

This project is:  

 

Lead picture © Ruter  

(UITP) The International Association of Public Transport works to enhance quality of life and economic well-being by supporting and 

promoting sustainable transport in urban areas worldwide. As a passionate champion of sustainable urban mobility, UITP is 

internationally recognised for its work to advance the development of this critical policy agenda. With more than 1900 members in 

100 countries, UITP has a long history to its name, and is the only worldwide network to bring together all public transport stakeholders 

and all sustainable transport modes.  

Visit the newsroom and follow us on Twitter. 

Questions? Quotes? Interview requests?  

Contact Scott Shepherd  

UITP Senior Press and Media Manager scott.shepherd@uitp.org 0032-2-663-66-73 / @UITPpress  

http://www.uitp.org/
http://www.uitp.org/news
http://www.twitter.com/UITPnews
mailto:scott.shepherd@uitp.org
http://www.twitter.com/UITPpress

